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The Cooperative Texas Wildlife Services program provides direct wildlife damage
management services to landowners and local communities throughout Texas and we
pride ourselves on high quality service. In the traditional sheep and goat raising areas
in Texas, we also cooperate with the Texas Sheep and Goat Predator Management
Board to administer contract helicopter services where and when predation damage is
imminent. We have always included the results of “Commodity Board” flying in the
Wildlife Services Management Information System (MIS) reports we provide to
County Commissions and funding partners.

In March, WS Headquarters directed the Texas program to stop recording those
results in the MIS, based on some preliminary discussions with the USDA Office of
Inspector General. While we immediately stopped putting the information into the
MIS, not providing full reports to our partners seems to leave a part of the story
untold. We have not mailed reports to affected counties since March while we
awaited a final report from the OIG. To date, we still do not have the final report.

[ believe that full and transparent reporting is essential to our partners and the public
and we have developed alternative reports to document Commodity Board helicopter
flying in your county. Please note that Commodity Board flying will be included as a
separate spreadsheet attached to your MIS County report until we can work through
this issue. I apologize for the delay in providing these reports to you and I remain
available to answer any questions you may have. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me at the number above.

Thank you for your contlnﬁgd sppport.
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TX: County  10/01/2014 to 04/30/2015 Report FOR EXTERNAL USE
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