
ST ATE OF TEXAS § 
§ 

COUNTY OF TOM GREEN § 

ORDER PROHIBITING OUTDOOR BURNING 

WHEREAS, the Texas Forest Service has detennined that drought conditions exist within Tom 

Green County and the Tom Green County Commissioners' Court finds that circumstances present in all 

or part of the unincorporated area of the county create a public safety hazard that would be exacerbated by 

outdoor burning; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commissioners' Court of Tom Green County that all outdoor 

burning is prohibited in the unincorporated area of the county for 90 days from the date of adoption of 

this Order, unless the restrictions are tenninated earlier based on a detennination made by the Texas 

Forest Service or this Court. This Order is adopted pursuant to Local Government Code §352.081, and 

other applicable statutes. This Order does not prohibit outdoor burning activities related to public health 

and safety that are authorized by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for (1) firefighter 

training: (2) public utility, natural gas pipeline or mining operations; (3) planting or harvesting of 

agricultural crops; or, (4) burns that are conducted by the National Resources Conservation Service; 

Texas A&M Agri-life Research; Angelo State University; or a prescribed burn manager certified under 

Section 153.048, Natural Resources Code, and meet the standards of Section 153.047, Natural Resources 

Code. Prior to commencement of a prescribed burn, the persons or entities conducting said burn shall 

notify and file a written copy of the proposed plan for the burn with all law enforcement agencies and fire 

departments having jurisdiction over the area(s) affected by the burn giving all details of the proposed 

burn including the names of all individuals, agencies, experts and landowner(s) involved in the burn. 

This order shall be effective as of 9:00 A.M. August 18, 2010. 

In accordance with Local Government Code §352.081 (h), a violation of this Order is a Class C 

misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00. 

ADOPTED this l.!l- day of Augus 010. 
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Tom Green County 
Fire Danger Report 

Triple digit temperatures have persisted in the county for the past 18 days. The National Weather 
Service predicts another 7 days of temperatures at or above 100 degrees. If this prediction holds 
true, Tom Green County will have recorded 24 days of temperatures at 100 degrees or above. 
The last significant rain fall was July 10th 

. Since that date we have only received .04 of rain in the 
last 33 days. 
Tom Green County volunteer fire departments have reported to the Texas Forest Service a total 
of ONLY 3 fires totaling 81 acres for the month of August. The departments reporting grass fire 
responses was Wall VFD and Dove Creek VFD. The figures may also include mutual aid 
responses to adjoining counties. 
Fine fuels and grasses have wilted and are cured. According to the Texas Forest Service fire 
analysis, these conditions will produce a moderate potential for significant fire occurrence, The 14 
day outlook map for the State indicates an increase in the dryness across our region as well as 
most of the north and northeast portion of Texas . 
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The Energy Release Component graph below indicates a steady increase to the 90th percentile, 
As can be seen from the graph, as the ERC reaches the 90th percentile, the number of large 
wildfires (as indicated by the triangles) increases. The ERC is related to the available STUs per 
square foot at the head of a fire. The more energy released from a flame front the more difficult 
the fire is to contain. 
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The Keetch-Byram Drought Index chart for the next 14 days also indicates we are rapidly 
approaching conditions that would warrant the implementation of a county wide burn ban. 
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In conclusion, I would recommend that the Commissioners' Court consider notifying the public 
that a bun ban will be implemented at the next Commissioners' Court meeting or immediate 
implementation of a Burn Ban. 
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8 Consecutive Days of 100 + de~rees in San Angelo, 
July 30 h --> A gust 16th (ilnd counting) 

, 17 Consecutive Days of 102+ degrees In San Angelo. 
July 31st --> August 16th (and counllng) 
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